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“ We offer the space, care  
 and positive encouragement  
 children need in order to  
 develop as confident,  
 rounded individuals, able  
 to thrive in a rapidly  
 changing world.”

J U S T I N  C H I P P E N D A L E 

H E A D M A S T E R





P R E P

W E L C O M E

An independent school for boarders and day pupi ls  aged  

between 2 and 13, King’s  Hal l  School enjoys a spectacular  

sett ing in 50 acres of countryside just a couple of miles  

north of the centre of Taunton. We are lucky enough to  

have our own woodlands,  offer ing boys and girls of al l  

ages terrif ic opportunities for learning and adventure in the  

natural world.  

Our goal  is  to ensure that  chi ldren receive an excel lent,  

balanced education that  is  a lso enjoyable and fulf i l l ing.  

Enviable faci l i t ies ,  smal l  c lass  s izes,  knowledgeable and  

committed staff  and supportive parents  combine to create  

a  re laxed,  yet  purposeful ,  learning community.  Academic  

standards are high and, beyond the classroom, an imaginative  

programme of creat ive,  sport ing,  cultural  and socia l  

act ivit ies  offers  chal lenges and plenty of  rewards.  

Above al l ,  we offer  the space,  care and posit ive  

encouragement chi ldren need in order to develop as  

confident,  rounded individuals ,  able to thrive in a rapidly 

changing world.  You are warmly invited to vis i t  us and  

experience for yourselves our extraordinary school. 

 

Just in Chippendale
Headmaster

“As Headmaster of King’s Hall School, I am extremely proud, not only  

of our pupils’ academic, creative and sporting achievements, but also, most  

importantly, that they are so clearly happy to be here.” 



Childhood is fleeting and precious, so at 

King’s Hall we aim to provide not only a 

first class education, but also a carefree start 

to life - your child’s happiness is our absolute 

priority. Every adult in the school is happy 

to listen and pupils are encouraged to talk 

openly about any issues or concerns. Every 

child learns to conduct themselves according 

to our ‘Golden Rules’ which reflect the 

school’s core values of inclusion, honesty,  

self-respect and consideration for others. 

 

 

S U P P O R T  T O  D E V E L O P

P A S T O R A L  C A R E

Year 7 pupils volunteer as ‘Pelican Pals’  

(mentors and role models for the younger 

ones) and the Pupil Council gives children 

a voice and a sense of involvement in wider 

school life. As part of the Woodard Schools’ 

family, we are a Christian school grounded in 

the Anglican tradition. However, the school 

community is diverse - we welcome pupils  

of all faiths and of none. Weekly chapel  

services are vibrant and relevant to children, 

and throughout the year there are many  

enjoyable opportunities for collective worship  

and for children to develop their spirituality. “ I have had a fantastic time at King’s Hall.  

I hope that all the staff continue to be so 

amazing - they really make the school  

the place it is.

“



B R O A D E R  H O R I Z O N S

Y E A R S  3 - 6

All children study the traditional academic subjects, taught  

separately by specialist teachers.  As well as the core subjects  

of English, Maths, Science, Geography, History, Modern Foreign 

Languages and Religious Studies, our broad curriculum also  

embraces Latin,  the Visual and Creative Arts (including   

Music, Art and Drama), Design Technology and an imaginative 

programme of Physical Education & Games. Carefully planned  

trips provide hands-on experience and bring learning to life.

 

Prep pupils benefit from an impressive range of facilities  

including the Arts Centre, Sports Hall, specialist subject rooms, 

extensive playing fields, all-weather pitches, a rose garden 

(the perfect setting for outdoor performances) and a heated  

swimming pool. During whole-school events, such as the  

King’s Hall Literature Festival or Maths Week, the school  

hums with the sounds of happy endeavour as pupils make full 

use of these wonderful spaces. 

The Prep school opens the door to an exciting new world of opportunities  

and challenges, both within and outside the classroom.

Invariably, children embrace  

this new phase of their  

education with energy and 

enthusiasm. We offer further 

opportunities to extend and 

challenge the most academically 

gifted and there is plenty of 

support available for those  

who need a little extra help.

“ King’s Hall was the perfect choice for  

our family of four children. They have  

all been completely happy from the  

moment they arrived.

“



“The incredible quality of  
 extra-curricular activities allows  
 every child to discover their  
 strengths and to excel” PA R E N T



Building on natural curiosity about how 

things work, Design Technology develops 

an understanding of design principles  

and their application using different  

materials. Under close supervision, pupils 

learn to use tools and equipment  

confidently, solve problems and turn  

their ideas into functional pieces.

Art lessons allow children to express  

themselves creatively whilst developing  

confidence and technical skills, frequently  

with stunning results, that are proudly  

displayed throughout the school. Drawing,  

painting, sculpture, ceramics, mixed media 

and graphic design are all investigated. 

Trips to galleries and exhibitions provide 

inspiration; collaborative projects get  

everyone involved; and visiting artists  

offer unique, specialist insights to deepen 

children’s knowledge and understanding.

R O O M  F O R  C R E A T I V I T Y

A R T  &  D E S I G N  T E C H N O L O G Y

The study of languages encourages  

curiosity about foreign countries, cultures  

and other people around the world. 

French lessons build children’s vocabulary  

and understanding, and a much anticipated  

Year 7 tr ip to the Swiss  Alps gives older 

chi ldren a chance to pract ise their  

language ski l l s .  As they move up through 

the school, Prep pupils have the opportunity  

to learn Spanish,  one of  the most widely 

spoken languages today and, from Year 

6,  they may also study Latin,  the origin 

of  so many modern languages.

Science is not confined to the classroom; 

it is all around us and plays an essential 

part in our everyday lives. In the Prep, 

topics are covered in increasing depth and 

breadth as we challenge children’s ability 

to hypothesise, plan and reason, whilst 

also aiming to retain their sense of  

wonder in the natural world. Projects,  

experiments in our labs and outdoors, 

trips and practical investigations capture 

children’s imagination and natural  

enthusiasm for scientific discovery.  

E X P L O R I N G  O U R  W O R L D

S C I E N C E  &  L A N G U A G E S



S C O P E  F O R  S E L F - E X P R E S S I O N

M U S I C  &  D R A M A

Music is  an important part  of  l i fe  at  King’s  Hal l .  Every  

chi ld in the school is  involved in regular musical  act ivity, 

whether they are learning an instrument,  playing in an  

ensemble or an orchestra,  s inging in a choir,  or whether  

i t  i s  through lessons as  part  of  the curriculum. There are 

plenty of  opportunit ies  to perform too, from informal  

concerts  and the House Music Competition to major  

musical events, such as the Lent and Prize Day Concerts  

or ‘Proms in the Park’ ,  a  highl ight of  summer. 

On numerous occasions throughout the school year, the Arts 

Centre resounds with the noise of  c lapping and cheering as 

another spectacular  production comes to a c lose.  Drama is 

taught throughout the school,  giving pupi ls  an opportunity  

to explore issues, learn new skil ls,  exercise their imagination 

and work as a  team. Al l  year groups take part  in plays and 

musicals  which become more chal lenging as the chi ldren  

grow in confidence.  The t ime and energy invested in  

rehearsals  are rewarded by the thri l l  of  performing for an  

appreciat ive audience of  family and fr iends. 

“ The worst way to introduce children to 

the likes of Shakespeare is in a classroom. 

The stage is a place where everyone feels 

involved, where the lines come off the page 

and are imbued with life.  

Head of Drama

“



The school estate,  with i ts  extensive playing f ie lds,  tennis 

courts ,  a l l -weather pitches,  modern sports  hal l  and heated 

outdoor pool, is the perfect environment in which to develop 

children’s sporting interests and abilities, whilst also ensuring 

that  they are f i t  and act ive.  

In addit ion to the more tradit ional  team sports ,  such as  

rugby,  hockey,  netbal l ,  rounders and cr icket ,  chi ldren have  

the opportunity to experience other activities including tennis,  

cross-country,  athlet ics ,  swimming, footbal l ,  ski ing and 

equestr ianism. A chal lenging and constant ly evolving  

outdoor pursuits  programme includes sai l ing,  mountain  

biking,  archery,  orienteering and cl imbing.  

Many of our most ta lented chi ldren play and compete at 

County and National  levels ,  but a l l  pupi ls ,  regardless  of  

their  age or abi l i ty,  are encouraged to be the best  they can  

be and, most of  a l l ,  to enjoy taking part . 

 As part of our commitment to developing children as healthy, rounded  

individuals, all pupils take part in regular physical and sporting activities, 

from the traditional to the more modern and unusual. 

“ I love using the pool in summer.  

My house won the swimming gala.

“
E V E R Y O N E  A C T I V E

S P O R T S  &  O U T D O O R S



Many children choose to socialise with friends beyond the classroom 

while learning something new or developing an interest .  Our ever-

expanding range of  hobbies takes place after  lessons during the 

week and on optional Saturday mornings and offers something  

for everyone,  be they creat ive or musical ,  fascinated by wildl i fe  or 

mad about maths.  There is  a lso a wide range of  extra-curricular 

sport ing act ivit ies ,  often led by specia l ist  coaches.  Residentia l 

tr ips at  home -  and, for the older chi ldren,  abroad -  offer  further  

opportunit ies  for team work,  adventure and discovery.
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The Boarding House is  home to around 

50 Prep pupi ls  each night.  Some board 

ful l  t ime, whilst  others take advantage 

of  our weekly or f lexi-boarding options 

which al low chi ldren to spend extra  

t ime with fr iends in the care of  

experienced Houseparents.  

 

The Boarding House has three separate 

areas for Senior Boys,  Junior Boys and 

Gir ls ,  a l lowing chi ldren to feel  at  ease  

in their  own space.  Each area has a  

common room and dorms, which are  

spacious and wel l -equipped.  

I N  G O O D  C O M P A N Y

B O A R D I N G

Boarders enjoy their  own specia l  

act ivit ies ,  which include the Christmas  

boarders ’  feast ,  games,  competit ions and 

regular tr ips,  as  wel l  as  vis i ts  to town 

and the cinema. There is  plenty of  scope 

for quiet  t ime too,  with cosy corners in 

which to curl  up with a good book.  

Computers are avai lable for playing 

games or catching up with homework.  

Houseparents provide a reassuring  

presence and are on hand to l i s ten i f 

needed, whilst  a l lowing chi ldren their 

own space.  The Boarding House truly 

ref lects  the family atmosphere for which 

King’s  Hal l  i s  wel l  known -  parents  can 

re lax knowing that their  chi ldren are  

safe and happy.

“As close to home as    
 could ever be possible.” 

I N D E P E N D E N T  S C H O O L  I N S P E C T O R A T E



Children leave King’s Hall after Year 8, 

and we believe they have much to gain by 

staying with us until the age of 13. Moving  

into the world of 16 to 18 year olds can  

be extremely daunting for children at 11. 

Relieved of the peer pressure associated 

with the teenage years, our senior pupils 

are free to embrace the many opportunities 

to learn, aspire and achieve with  

enthusiasm and growing confidence. 

Being at the top of the school also brings 

increased responsibility. At King’s Hall,  

we don’t have prefects, but expect all our 

senior pupils to lead by example and by 

During Years 7 and 8, children become 

increasingly focused as they prepare for 

Common Entrance or Scholarship exams.  

There are scholarship opportunities for 

11+ candidates in music and sport as well 

as in academic subjects. For 13+, pupils 

can also choose to pursue scholarships in 

art, drama and technology. All are rigorous 

examinations which require hard work and 

commitment. Children acquire important 

study skills and an excellent work ethic, 

invariably demonstrated through their  

energetic approach to learning.  

 

 

T I M E  T O  M A T U R E

Y E A R S  7 & 8
S U P P O R T  T O  A C H I E V E

M O V I N G  O N

their commitment to the school and the  

wider community: as heads of houses,  

games captains or librarians; from running 

the Pupil Council to being a Pelican Pal;  

assisting staff or showing visitors around, 

the opportunities are endless.  

Without exception, our seniors rise to the 

many challenges we offer them to realise 

their potential academically, socially and 

morally. Younger pupils have plenty of  

positive role models to inspire them and 

seniors benefit from having the time and 

space to mature, so that at the end of  

Year 8 they really are ready to move on. 

Our experienced, knowledgeable staff offer 

outstanding preparation for these important 

exams, inspiring all children to aim high and 

achieve their full potential.  

 

As a result, every year, an impressive number  

of our senior pupils win scholarships to 

their chosen senior school. Many move on 

to King’s College, our partner senior school 

in Taunton. Further information is available 

for children interested in joining us at age 11 

with a view to moving up to King’s  

College after Year 8 - please ask us.



PSHE & Citizenship lessons develop  

children’s values, their sense of themselves 

and their place in the world, along with 

a sense of responsibility towards others. 

Through group discussion of issues that 

concern them, our young people are  

encouraged to develop strong relationships,  

to be healthy and safe and to understand 

and respect the differences between people.  

T H E  W I D E R  W O R L D

C E L E B R A T I N G  C O M M U N I T Y

Consideration for others is a cornerstone  

of the King’s Hall ethos, particularly for 

those less fortunate and for the environment  

on which we all depend. Each year, children 

of all ages are encouraged to think about 

how they can help and, with support, how 

to plan and organise fundraising activities.  

In doing so, they learn about the vital work 

being done by charities at home and abroad 

and begin to appreciate the rewards of 

working together for the greater good. 



Lessons finish at 4.30 pm each day during term time (including 

homework for those up to Year 6), after which many pupils stay on  

for hobbies at 4.45 pm, or the older ones might opt to get their 

homework done. However they choose to spend their time after 

school, children are supervised until 6.00 pm daily, offering complete 

peace of mind for working parents. Children who need to arrive  

before the school day starts at 8.00 am may do so for a small fee,  

with breakfast included. Flexi boarding offers opportunities for an  

overnight stay with friends. The fun continues throughout the school 

holidays with various courses and activities on offer including cricket, 

tennis and outdoor pursuits, all led by professional coaches.
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G E T T I N G  T O  K N O W  U S

K I N G ’ S  H A L L 

A good starting point for more information is our website,  

www.kingshalltaunton.co.uk. Perhaps, though, the best way to  

decide if King’s Hall is right for your family is to come for  

a visit. Open Days are normally held in May and October and 

provide an opportunity to look around the school, ask  

questions and meet staff and pupils. However, personal visits  

are particularly encouraged as these give us the opportunity  

to get to know you and your child.  

To arrange a visit at a time to suit you, please contact the  

Admissions Registrar by telephone on 01823 285921 or  

by email: admissions@kingshalltaunton.co.uk. 

Please note that Open Days and personal visits may also be  

arranged with our partner senior school, King’s College  

(also a Woodard School), which provides continuity of  

education for many children leaving King’s Hall after Year 8.  

Please ask us for details. 

“A place where children can mature at their own pace, enjoy their surroundings, 

have a lot of fun and know they will be ready for their next school.” 

Good Schools Guide

“ The quality of pupils’ achievement

and learning is excellent. 

Independent School Inspectorate

“
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