
• The quality of the pupils’ academic 
and other achievements in excellent.

• The quality of the pupils’ personal  
development is excellent.

ECS is ‘Excellent’ in all areas, reveals 
Independent Schools Inspectorate

Exeter Cathedral School is delighted to formally share its glowing inspection result following an 
Independent School Inspectorate (ISI) Inspection in May. The ISI Inspection report found that 
ECS was ‘Excellent’ when considering the quality of  its pupils’ academic achievements and 
personal development. 

‘Excellent’ is the highest possible grade awarded to independent schools by the Independent School 
Inspectorate and ECS is thrilled to be formally recognised as ‘Excellent’ in all inspection areas. 

For a full copy of  our ISI report, please visit www.exetercathedralschool.co.uk



Welcome to this short guide to Exeter Cathedral School.  I very much hope that you enjoy reading 
through the information in this package.  Additional information can be found on our website – 
www.exetercathedralschool.co.uk  

There has been a school in 
the precincts of Exeter 
Cathedral for over eight 
centuries, my first recorded 
predecessor being Magister 
Reimundus, who was the 
Magister Informatores 
Peurorum in 1159.  While 
for most of that time the 
only pupils have been the 
Cathedral Choristers, for the 
last fifty years we have been 
much more than ‘just a 
Choir School’. 

Exeter Cathedral School in 
2018 is a co-educational 
preparatory school serving 

the needs of a wide community of pupils yet retaining all the strengths of a small school. 

At the heart of the Cathedral 
School is a desire to do the very 
best for each individual pupil, 
young and not quite so young.  
This is the major strength of 
being a small school.  There are 
no strait jackets here nor pre-
prepared moulds into which 
children are expected to fit.  
Instead there is a determination 
to find what is best in each and 
every individual so that all their 
talents can be developed. 

Whether your son or daughter 
is just setting out on the 
educational road or whether 
they are nearing the time of entrance examinations to their chosen senior school, at Exeter Cathedral 
School they will receive an education broad and modern in its outlook yet firmly rooted in all the 
traditions of our rich history. 

James Featherstone 
Headmaster 
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Statement of Aims 

Exeter Cathedral School is an Ancient foundation with Traditional values and a Modern approach. 

The School seeks to: 

x Be a happy and purposeful community where people matter.

x Promote the central importance of the development of character.

x Be a place where children can be children, where learning – in all its forms – is taken
seriously, and where each and every child is known and valued as an individual.

x Offer a first-rate all-round educational experience where the focus is on developing the
whole child.  Our job is to work with families to help our pupils acquire the right habits for
life.

x Foster a supportive, purposeful, stimulating and gently-Christian environment, in which the
following provision to pupils is recognised as being paramount and held in high regard:

Academic rigour 
Exceptional pastoral care and pupil wellbeing 
Bright and modern facilities 
A broad and exciting range of extra-curricular activities 
A high-calibre sporting and wellbeing education 
A world-class musical education 
An unparalleled musical heritage and history 
A sense of spirituality, timelessness, and wonder, borne out of our ancient foundations as a 12th 
century choir school 
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Our Values, Habits and Skills 

The endorsing and upholding of core values; the modelling and promoting of the right habits; and the 
acquiring and practising of key skills: this is at the heart of our curriculum (both hidden and explicit), our 
interactions, our decision-making and our expectations. 

The following Habits are explicitly promoted and modelled to, and expected of, our pupils and staff: 

The aims of the School are agreed by the Governors and the Headmaster.  Questions or comments about 
the aims of the School should be addressed to the Headmaster in the first instance. 

Pre-Prep Golden Rules     Prep School Habits 

We are kind and helpful 
We are gentle 
We listen 
We look after property 
We are honest 
We work hard 

The habit of hard work 
The habit of honouring your commitments 
The habit of having a go and keeping going 
The habit of taking part 
The habit of listening 
The habit of being honest, modest and kind 
The habit of looking after other people 
The habit of looking after your surroundings 
The habit of looking after yourself 



 
 

Music at Exeter Cathedral School 

Music is central to the life of ECS.  

Founded as a choir school in the 12th century, and as one of today’s 
42 Cathedral Schools in the UK, ECS has music and music-making 
at its heart: it is in the walls and in the blood.  To this day we are 
known for the breadth of musical opportunity that we provide, and 
for being a school which promotes ‘music for all’ whilst all the while 
providing high-calibre training and opportunities for our most gifted 
elite musicians. 

The hub for our music-making is Kalendar Hall, a recently-
refurbished studio space, classroom and practice rooms for 
rehearsals, ensembles, productions and performances.  We are also 
proud to make use of the Cathedral Nave as a regular (and 
spectacular) performance space for our large-scale recitals and 
concerts, as well as tapping into the city’s leading professional 
performance venues for our major productions and 
performances.  Our annual Prep School House Music Competition 
takes place in our neighbouring local church; and more intimate 
recitals, soloists’ evenings, chamber concerts and our Performers’ 
Platform Series take place in the Headmaster’s family drawing room, 
the Chapter House, Kalendar Hall and the Cathedral Quire. 

Each pupil receives a class music lesson each week (from our Reception classes right through to Year 8), 
delivered by our Director of Music or our Assistant Director of Music & Chorister Tutor.  Performance 
lessons take place each week, with our pupils being taught by some of the regions’ finest visiting music 
professionals.  We are proud of our track record of impressive ABRSM grade results. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Our extended lunchtime activity slots, as well as some before-school sessions, provide ideal rehearsal time 
for our many music ensembles.  Typical ensembles at ECS include: 3 School choirs (Year 3 & 4 Choir, Year 
5 & 6 Choir, Year 7 & 8 Choir), Orchestra, Concert Band, Senior Strings, Junior Strings, Wind Band, 
Percussion Ensembles, ECS Vox, Guitar Ensemble, Recorder Group, Music Enrichment Group, Hall 
House Singers.  Some of our most gifted pupil musicians are Choristers but by no means all: we are proud 
that music scholarships and awards to some of the country’s leading senior/public schools are won by 
Choristers and Non-Choristers alike.  Our weekly Senior Enrichment Programme allows all senior 
musicians, of whatever standard, to take part in enriching music-making sessions and, for those who wish, 
to receive specialist preparation for scholarship exams and auditions. 

 



 
 

The Performing and Expressive Arts 

Opportunities to create, to invent, to design and to make abound at ECS. 

Our Art & Design department is housed in the former 
Great Hall of the Old Deanery and is spread over two 
floors: our Art classroom is upstairs and our 
Design/Technology studio is on the ground floor, 
leading onto our Outdoor Classroom in the Old 
Deanery Garden. 

All pupils in the Prep School receive an Art & Design 
lesson each week in this dedicated space, and after-
school clubs in Art & Design are offered to those 
children interested in developing their talents and 
passions further.  In addition, the Art strand of our 

weekly Senior Enrichment Programme allows those with a love for visual arts to further immerse 
themselves in the creative world under the tuition of our Head of Art & Design, and allows those pursuing 
scholarship ambitions to receive specialist tuition and to work on their portfolio for their Art Scholarship 
exam to their chosen senior school. 

Exeter Cathedral School has a long and celebrated 
history of performance.  To this day we believe that the 
skills learned and practised in Drama help pupils to 
acquire appropriate confidence, and that they aid the 
nurturing of essential social/emotional skills and the 
development of Character. 

Children across the School are encouraged to create, to 
pretend, to imagine, and to have the confidence to act 
out and perform. Our Nursery and Pre-Prep children all 
take part in one of our Nativity Plays, and opportunities 
for story-telling, role-playing and imaginative play 
feature heavily in our EYFS and Key Stage 1 curriculum. 

In the Prep School, all pupils receive Drama tuition through our English & Drama Curriculum, and Drama 
and Poetry Clubs are on offer after-school to those whose appetites have been whetted.  In addition, our 
weekly Senior Enrichment Programme allows our oldest pupils to delve into an extended Drama course: 
those with scholarship aspirations receive specialist tuition to help them prepare for Drama or Performing 
Arts Scholarships to their senior school of choice. 

Performance opportunities at ECS in 2017-18 included: Nativity performances; our annual Declamations 
Competition; a Year 3 and Year 6 joint musical (Yeeha!); a Year 4 musical (Scheherazade); a Year 5 Drama 
Soirée (An Evening with TS Elliott); our Year 7 and 8 Summer Showstopper (Alice’s Musical Adventures 
in Wonderland); and the famous (infamous?) Year 8 Revue. 



 
 

 
The Choristers of Exeter Cathedral 

ECS was founded in the 12th century as a Choir School.  To this day, we remain proud to educate the 
Choristers of Exeter Cathedral.  

38 boys and girls (usually from Year 3 to Year 8) make up the Cathedral Choristers.  They join forces with 
the Adults of the Choir (Lay Vicars and Choral Scholars) and sing around 8 services each week during 
term time, maintaining a musical and spiritual tradition that has been largely unbroken for centuries.  

Choristers receive a Scholarship to attend the School, awarded by the Dean and Chapter of the Cathedral, 
and receive the same broad and balanced education as all of our pupils.  They access our full curriculum 
and all of the other enriching opportunities on offer: with the exception of some after-school clubs and 
some assemblies, our Choristers do not miss out on any part of school life.  That said, we are of course 
mindful of their busy schedules, and our dedicated Chorister Tutor closely oversees the workload and 
wellbeing of the Choristers.  Weekly wellbeing meetings take place between the School’s pastoral staff and 
the Cathedral music team.  

As well as being fully involved in the life of the School, our Choristers are trained to a professional 
standard to sing alongside the adult members of the choir, benefitting from world-class musical coaching 
and unparalleled opportunities. Through their education at School and in the Choir Stalls, our Choristers 
develop habits and skills which will last them a life-time, as well as a thirst for high standards and a deep 
appreciation of the spirituality to be found in music, in silence, in collective worship, and in stillness.  

 

 

 



 
 
All of the Choristers meet in School every day and are walked across to the Song Schools for their daily 
rehearsals (Wednesday is a day off).  They join their classmates for the start of lesson 1, and take part in 
all of the activities and lessons of our normal school day.  After a break at the end of school, the 
Choristers on duty gather together (boys and girls tend to alternate – allowing after-school clubs to be 
enjoyed on their ‘down days’), put on their gowns, and process to a rehearsal and Evensong in the 
Cathedral.  Then it’s home time, and those who are boarders will return to School for supper, prep, 
activities, hot chocolate and bed.  

During Choir Term (a busy and exciting few days over Christmas and Easter), the Choristers have the 
School to themselves, and enjoy trips out, activity days, movie nights, and – of course – lots of singing.  
We find that Father Christmas never forgets to visit the boarding house, and our Choristers continue the 
centuries-old tradition of waking up the Dean and the Director of Music on Christmas Morning by 
singing early-morning carols underneath their windows!  

If you are interested in exploring Choristership for your son or daughter, ‘Be a Chorister for a Day’ 
events take place in November or December each year, followed by Voice Trial Days every January or 
February.  The School is always happy to help arrange informal pre-audition assessments with the 
Cathedral’s Director of Music. 

 

 

 



 
 

Sport at Exeter Cathedral School 
 
ECS is a school which is serious about its sport. 
 
Ethos 
 
The Director of Sport is Mrs Emma Ross (a former Hockey International), and our sporting philosophy is 
‘sport for all’: the focus is on participation, development and enjoyment whilst still catering for our elite 
athletes. 
 
We provide an outstanding Sport and Wellbeing education, and we want to nurture a passion in all of our 
pupils so that when they leave at the end of Year 8 they do so with a love for a healthy and active lifestyle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Provision 
 
Our major team sports are hockey, cross-country, netball, 
rounders and athletics (girls); rugby, cross-country, 
hockey, cricket and athletics (boys), and we offer a great 
range of sporting clubs and activities (both recreational 
and competitive) after school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Exeter Cathedral School Sports Provision 

 
 
Reception and Year 1 
 

 
a PE lesson and a swimming lesson each week 

 
Year 2 

 
a PE lesson, a swimming lesson, and a Games 
afternoon each week 
 

 
Years 3 – 5 (Lower Years) 

 
a PE lesson, a swimming lesson, and two Games 
afternoons each week 
 

 
Years 6 – 8 (Upper Years) 

 
(a swimming lesson), two Games afternoons, and 
our Health and Wellbeing Programme each week.  
Access to our Senior Enrichment Programme 
 

 
Our Health and Wellbeing Programme 
 
Our Health and Wellbeing Programme includes modules in Sports Nutrition, Sports Leadership and Health 
Related Fitness. 
 
Senior Enrichment Programme 
 
Our Year 7 and 8 pupils can also follow the Sports strand of our Senior Enrichment Programme: dedicated 
curriculum time to focus on Sport and Performance, Sports Psychology, Personal Fitness and, where 
appropriate, scholarship preparation. 
 
Facilities 
 
We are proud of our long-standing association with some of the region’s top sporting clubs and venues.  We 
train and play at the world-class Exeter University Sports Hub, including the astroturf pitches and the 
Indoor Sports Hall; Exeter Cricket Club and County Ground; Exeter Athletics Arena; and Victoria Park 
Tennis Club.  All of these first-rate venues are a few 
moments away in one of our minibuses, allowing our 
pupils and staff to make the most of the best sporting 
facilities in the city. 
 



Public Examination Results 2019 

Following the appointment of an Assistant Head (Academic), a reshaping of the Prep School curriculum, 
a restructuring of the timetable, the appointment of some superb new teaching staff, and a continued 
commitment to high-quality learning and teaching, we are delighted to announce record Common 
Entrance examination results in 2019.   

The results represent the significant hard work of pupils and their teachers, the School’s gentle but 
purposeful focus on academic rigour, and our commitment to knowing and nurturing each individual pupil. 

We are proud that these results are the best that the School has recorded in recent memory, and that 
they show a marked increase in A*-C grades in all departments from last year. 

Exeter Cathedral School Common Entrance Examination Results 2019 (2018) 

Grade awarded: Cumulative % of papers: 

A* - A 49% (51%) 

B 81% (70%) 

C 97% (95%) 

D 100% (100%) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarship Results 2019 

Following the appointment of a Head of Scholarships & Academic Enrichment and the introduction of 
the Senior Enrichment Programme in September 2016, the School has achieved record scholarship 
success to a number of the country’s leading senior schools. 

 

 
Exeter Cathedral School Scholarship Results 2016, 2017, 2018 & 2019 

 
  

Scholarships/exhibitions/awards 
won 

 

 
% of leavers awarded a 

scholarship/exhibition/award 

 
2015-16 

 
17 awards 

 
57% 

 
2016-17 

 
34 awards 

 
65% 

 
2017-18 

 
46 awards 

 
73% 

 
2018-19 

 
26 awards 

 
81% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarships/Exhibitions/Awards offered to ECS leavers 2019 

 

Blundell’s School 

Academic Exhibition 
Academic Scholarship 
Art Scholarships 
Art Exhibition 
Drama Exhibition 
Headmaster’s Award 
Music Exhibition 
Sports Exhibition 
Sports Scholarship 

Clifton College Sports Scholarship 

Exeter School 
Entrance Exhibition Prize 
Entrance Scholarship Prize 
Music Exhibition 

The Maynard School Drama Exhibition 
Taunton School Music Scholarship 
Sherborne School Music Scholarship 
Stover School Sports Scholarship 

Wellington School Art Scholarship 
Sports Scholarships 

Wells Cathedral School 
Music Scholarship 
Specialist Music Award 
Specialist Music Scholarships 

 


